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For most of his life, Billy Fiorelli, 77, has 
carried a quiet type of grief. 

A Navy corpsman during the Vietnam War, 
Fiorelli never saw combat overseas. 
Instead, he spent a year in 1968 working in 
the psych ward of the naval base hospital 
in Jacksonville, Florida, caring for soldiers 
struggling to cope with the psychological 
toll of war. 

His service was unexpectedly cut short 
after he contracted mumps, resulting in 
the loss of a reproductive organ. Still, his 
quiet service on the home front — like that  

of so many others — left a lasting impact 
on the lives of those he helped.  

As a gay man coming of age in 
conservative Cheyenne, Wyoming, and 
serving under military rules that made  

 

 

 

 

 

homosexuality grounds for an immediate 
dishonorable or other than honorable 
discharge, Fiorelli lived much of his early 
adult life with caution.  

“It was hard coming out — just the stigma 
behind that. You’re scared to death that 
somebody’s gonna find out and say 
something to somebody else, and then all 
of a sudden it’s all over Cheyenne. You 
worry like the dickens,” Fiorelli said.  

But the quiet grief Fiorelli carried 
transcended his sexuality. The veteran had 
been grappling with the profound loss of a 
childhood friend and neighbor, William 
Esslinger, who was drafted into the Army. 
He was killed in action in 1967 at age 21. 
The Wyoming native never forgot about 
him. 

“He didn’t wanna go. But he said he’ll go 
in and serve his country. Next thing I 
know, I’m attending his funeral,” Fiorelli 
said. 

So after the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial was built in the 1980s, Fiorelli 
knew Esslinger’s name would be etched 
onto that wall, and it was his mission to 
find it. 
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“I’ve been wanting to come to 
Washington, D.C., for 50 years or more,” 
Fiorelli said. 

https://www.aarp.org/veterans/lgbtq-
vietnam-veteran-memorial-closure/?cmp=EMC-
DSM-NLC-OTH-DLY-247401-320001-9343528-
NA-06122025-TheDaily-MS7-NA-BTN-S08_A-
NA&encparam=DbPoeRDQoK0ndchowfXklvaPMz
utWffEI7lWSVrJ3rg= 
 
 
 
 

LGBTQ+ Senior Housing - Boston 
Pennrose, in partnership with LGBTQ 
Senior Housing Inc., has developed 74 new 
LGBTQ+ affirming apartments for seniors 
62 and older in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood of Boston. The 120-year-old 
former William Barton Rogers School has 
undergone a historic rehabilitation. Rent-
restricted studio, one- and two-bedroom 
apartments are available to households 
and individuals at various income tiers 
(50%, 60%, 80% and 100% of Area Median 
Income). 

Residents enjoy an abundance of 
community amenities including a 
beautifully landscaped courtyard, fitness 
center, laundry facilities, two private 
resident lounges and sunroom, large event 
and gallery spaces, classrooms for 
continued learning opportunities, a 
resident cinema, and more! On-site 
supportive services are available to all 
residents, including LGBTQ Programming 
and Services. 

https://www.pennrose.com/apartments/
massachusetts/pryde-the/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philadelphia’s Gayborhood 

In the second half of the twentieth 
century, the Center City neighborhood 
that became known as the Gayborhood 
formed in the vicinity of Locust and 
Thirteenth Streets. The community and 
the geographical spaces it occupied played 
a vital role in the social and political 
struggles of LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender) people locally and in the 
nation. 

After World War II, Philadelphia’s gay 
geography, like that in many American 
cities, expanded greatly. The war had 
uprooted millions of men and women 
across the country and exposed them to 
urban life here and abroad they had never 
seen before. Postwar downtown 
Philadelphia, or “Center City,” as it was 
beginning to be called, had the largest 
concentration of apartments and rental 
rooms in the “City of Homes,” providing 
gay men, lesbians, and transgendered 
people with the privacy and urban 
anonymity they sought. 

https://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/essa
ys/gayborhood/#gallery 
 
 

Allstora – Built on Author Trust. Designed to 
Disrupt 

We started in 2022 as a tiny queer 
bookshop with a big mission: to support 
underrepresented authors and build 
community around their stories.  
 
Since then, we’ve become a gathering 
place for thousands of readers, hundreds 
of authors, and a growing chorus of voices. 
Every day brings more books, more clubs, 
and more connection.  
 
We’re still in the first chapter. What began 
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as a mission to build community around 
books is growing into something much 
larger. A new way to experience literature 
is on the horizon. Through it all, creators 
remain at the center of everything we do. 

https://allstora.com/ 

 
 
 
 

 

CHICAGO – The Illinois Department of 
Human Rights (IDHR) and the Chicago-
based Legacy Project today announced the 
arrival of “The Legacy Wall,” a traveling 
interactive history exhibit honoring the 
contributions of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender (LGBT) people to world 
history and culture, in the James R. 
Thompson Center. The installation is open 
to the public and will be on display in the 
building’s Atrium from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
until Friday, January 29th.   

“Our department is honored to join 
together with the Legacy Project as they 
promote the inspiring history of LGBT 
people and their contributions to modern 
culture,” said Illinois Department of 
Human Rights Director Rocco Claps. “The 
Legacy Wall reminds us of the progress the 
LGBT community has made and the 
continued struggle for full acceptance and 
equality throughout our society.” 

The portable installation contains over 125 
mini-biographies of LGBT individuals who 
have contributed in over 20 distinct fields, 
while digitally linking to reading sources, 
education tools, and multimedia. 
Additionally, it also highlights the 
challenges faced by LGBT youth and the 
effectiveness of including LGBT content in 
educational settings. 

“The Legacy Wall is an extremely moving 
tribute to an aspect of shared human 
history that most people aren’t aware 
exists,” said Legacy Project Executive 
Director Victor Salvo. “We hope it will lead 
conversations about the importance of 
inclusiveness, especially for LGBTQ youth 
who are most often forced to grow up 
without ever learning anything positive 
about historically significant people like 
themselves.” 

The Legacy Wall has embarked on a 
statewide tour following its public debut 
at the Illinois State Library in September. 
The Legacy Project, a non-profit 
organization known for displaying 
memorial plaques along North Halsted 
Street in Chicago’s Lakeview 
neighborhood, is also collaborating with 
the Illinois Secretary of State, the Illinois 
Department of Tourism, the Illinois 
Municipal Relations Association, and the 
Illinois Safe Schools Alliance. 

To learn more about the Legacy Wall, 
visit www.legacyprojectchicago.org/The_L
egacy_Wall.html. 

 
 

American Dream Tour 
LGBT activist group the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) announced Monday that it 
is launching a tour across several U.S. 
cities, predominately in states which voted 
for President Donald Trump, in an attempt 
to “elevate LGBTQ+ voices.” 

The tour, dubbed the “American Dreams 
Tour: Equality Across America,” is mainly 
focused on red and purple states and is 
aiming to “amplify LGBTQ+ stories, 
address HIV and healthcare realities for 
the community, and chart a powerful path 
forward toward equality,” according to 

“The Legacy Wall” 
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an announcement. The HRC’s tour will 
begin on Wednesday in Columbus, Ohio, 
and will also include stops in several other 
red and swing states, including Georgia, 
Nevada, Tennessee and Texas, according 
to the HRC. 

More here: https://www.aol.com/lgbt-
activist-group-launches-tour-
191455577.html 
 
 
 

Ohio Seeks to Limit  LGBTQ Rights 
Republicans have put forth a drag ban bill, 
a piece of legislation that would make it 
harder for a student to use a different 
name or pronoun at school, and a bill 
requiring transgender political candidates 
to list their deadname, among others.  

On the other side of the aisle, Democrats 
have introduced the Ohio Fairness Act and 
a bill that would ban conversion 
therapy.      

https://www.citybeat.com/news/a-look-
at-what-lgbtq-bills-ohio-lawmakers-have-
introduced-so-far-19977723 
 

Tampa Bay FL Protects History with New 
Website 
 

Tampa Bay’s LGBT community has a rich 
and proud history, but one that has been 
hidden for too long. Our community’s 
history is full of stories of joy and 
resistance. Our goal is to document these 
stories and make them accessible to 
inspire a new generation of activists. 

https://www.tampabaylgbthistory.org/ 

An accomplished historian responsible 
for “The Lavender Scare” and “Buying 
Gay,” Johnson helped found the USF 
library’s LGBTQ+ collection in 2003. It was 
one of the first scholarly initiatives to 
collect materials on LGBTQ+ life in Florida. 

He uses its archive, which includes 
historical copies of Watermark Out News, 
to teach students how to conduct primary 
source research and more. Johnson says 
the project began to take shape because 
of “the conception that a lot of people 
have, including my students, that LGBT 
history happens elsewhere … in New York, 
in San Francisco. 

https://watermarkonline.com/2025/07/24
/tampa-bay-lgbt-history-project-hopes-to-
inspire-next-generation/ 
 
 
 
Rethinking the “T” in LGBT 

Over the past several decades, the 
acronym LGBT – lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender – has become the symbolic 
foundation for a broad-based movement 
advocating for the rights of individuals who 
challenge dominant norms regarding 
sexuality and gender. It represents both a 
strategic coalition and a cultural identity, 
encompassing diverse experiences of 
marginalisation, resistance, and self-
determination.  

However, the continued cohesion of this 
alliance has increasingly come under 
scrutiny. In particular, voices within and 
outside the queer community have begun 
questioning whether the inclusion of ‘T’ 
alongside LGB remains conceptually 
coherent and politically effective. 

https://www.themorning.lk/articles/dJuO
E3qJZMQLe1DQkPnb 
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Reclaiming the Flag LGBTQ 
 
25K views  9 days 
ago  #lgbtq #lgbt #jimparsons 
Actor Jim Parsons and “Reclaim the Flag” 
director Alexis Bittar join The Weekend to 
discuss their new film, which unpacks the 
LGBTQ community's relationship with the 
American flag and examines how it can be 
reclaimed as a symbol of unity for all 
Americans. The documentary is now 
streaming on 
YouTube.  … https://www.themorning.lk/
articles/dJuOE3qJZMQLe1DQkPnb 
 
30 minute 
Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ldUNPdkaWjc 
 
 
 
US Researcher Praises Scotland’s 
LGBT-inclusive Education 
 

I'm in a PhD program at UCLA in the School 
of Education and as I was thinking about 
my dissertation topic in 2022, Florida 
passed its Don't Say Gay law. To say that I 
was disappointed would be an 
understatement. I am a former teacher as 
well, and I taught what would be the 
equivalent of lower secondary in Scotland – 
history in particular. 

When that law passed in Florida, I kind of 
thought back to my own experience being 
a teacher in the classroom and bringing up 
topics around inclusion. I wanted to do 
something about it, but I didn't quite know 
what to do without going to Florida and 
putting up a sign and starting to protest. 

But I realised that I could potentially do 
some research around inclusive education 
from an LGBTQ lens. So that led me to 
research states around the US that were 

hopefully going in a different direction in 
Florida, and I have to admit the search was 
very sobering. 

So then I decided to look a little bit wider. 
I did a Google search, literally, just a 
Google search of LGBT inclusive education 
around the world and different countries 
and things like that. And Scotland came up 
top of that list. 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25
322826.us-researcher-praises-scotlands-
lgbt-inclusive-education/    

 
 
 
 
Trump Forced to Restore $6.2 Million 
in Funding for 9 LGBTQ+ Nonprofits 
Across the US 
 
https://www.them.us/trump-restore-funding-
lgbtq-hiv-nonprofits 
 
 
 
Closed: Trump Admin Officially Shuts 
Down the 988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline’s LGBTQ+ Youth Specialized 
Services 

In response to this news, The Trevor 
Project recommends individuals take the 
following actions to support LGBTQ+ 
youth: 

• Donate to The Trevor Project’s 
Emergency Lifeline Campaign for 
LGBTQ+ Youth 

• Join the over 50,000 people who’ve 
signed The Trevor 
Project’s petition to protect the 988 
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline for 
LGBTQ+ Youth 

• Subscribe to The Trevor Project’s 
email newsletter to receive the 
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latest news and updates on 
supporting LGBTQ+ young people 

Important clarifications about this 
closure: 

• The Trevor Project’s free and 
confidential crisis services will 
continue to be available 24/7 for 
any LGBTQ+ young person who 
needs support by calling 1-866-488-
7386, via chat 
at TheTrevorProject.org/Get-Help, 
or by texting START to 678678. 

• Despite misinformation spreading on 
social media, there is no new 
Canadian suicide prevention 
lifeline that supports American 
LGBTQ+ youth.  

• Starting July 17th, those who 
contact the 988 Lifeline no longer 
have the option to connect to 
LGBTQ+ youth specialized 
services – previously available 
by  “pressing 3,” “texting PRIDE,” 
or checking a box to connect with 
an “LGBTQI trained crisis counselor” 
via 988’s pre-chat survey.  

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/cl
osed-trump-admin-officially-shuts-down-
the-988-suicide-crisis-lifelines-lgbtq-youth-
specialized-services/ 
 
 
 
 


